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The Philosophy of Despair

In a recently published essay Dr,
David Starr Jordan writes suggestive-
ly if not convincingly of “The Philos-
ophy of Degpair.” Taking for his text
certaln quatrains, of the Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam, Dr. Jordan attempts
to state what is the reply of science to
pessimism. “In the presence of the
infinite problem of life,”” writes Dr.
Jordan, “the voice of science is dumb,
for science is the co-ordinate and cor-
rected expression of human experience
and human experience must stop with
the limitations of human life. . .. It is
my purpose here to indicate some part
of the answer of sclence to the phil-
osophy of despair. Direct reply science
has none. We can not argue against
a singer or a poet. The poet sings
of what he feels, but science speaks

. only of what we know. We feel infin-

ity but we cannot know it, for to the
highest human wisdom the ultimate
truths of the universe are no nearer
than to the child. Science knows no
These are beyvond the

must- be stated in terms of his ex-
perience. But to human experience
and conduc: science has a word to say.
Therefore, science can speak of the
causes and results of pessimism. It

- can touch the practical side of the rid-

dle of life by asking certain questions,

" the answers to which lie within the
" province of human experience.”

Exactly so! Science may only “touch
the practical side of the riddle of life
by asking certain questions, the an-
gswers to which lie within the province
of human experience.” Of the spirit-
ual side of the riddle of life science
may not speak with authority. For
answers to questions that touch vital-
ly the conscience and the heart, one
must needs pass beyond the circum-
scribed limitations of -science—of
knowledge—and enter the domain of
faith and feeling. Some one has said
—was it not Walter Savage Landor?7—
that all life— like all Gaul—is di-
vided into three parts and that the
mainspring of action in these separ-
ated divisions may be found in the
sense of power, the sense of Treligion
and the sense of love; that the do-
mains of love and of religion are con-
tignous, but that far removed from
each is the domain of power, and that
he who would be happy in this life
must needs recognize that one may
not cultivate the sense of power with-
out, in large measure, obliterating the
sense of love and the sense of relig-
fon. It may, therefore, be said that
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the problem of life may be solved
wisely only by recognizing and reck-
oning with these its three distinet fea~
tures, and by patiently developing
each in Its normal scope. The cure
for pessimism I8 to be found not in
science, but rather in that moderation
—that temperance in all things—
which may be attained and may be ob-
tained only by nicely balancing the
three great passions of the human
heart we have mentioned. The super-
intendent of a large insane asylum
in Philadelphia, when asked from
what his patients were sufféring, re-
plied succinctly: “Money, love, re-
ligion.” He was merely concretely
expressing the idea that Landor had
glready enfbrced. “The Philosophy of
Despair” is seldom philosophy, and it
is not always despair. In it there Is
little of that “charm’” which Milton
associates with “divine philosophy”
and there is even less of that “de-
gpair' 'which ordinarily suggests mis-
ery. The philosophy of despair is, too
often, an i1l name for a not intolerable
disease of the heart—a trick of speech
by which human vanity seeks to out-
wit man's better self.—New Orleans
Times-Democrat,

A Century of Subjugation.

Major-General Adna R. Chaffee, for
some time past military commander in
the Philippines, comes home to tell us
that it will take 100 years to establish
a “beneficent” government in the Fhil-
ippines, and that our grandchildren’s
children will be lucky if they see it
done in their dayv. In order to hold
down the Christian Filipinos in Lu-
zon, he says Manila must be garri-
soned with an army, and as for the fm-
possible Mohammedans of Mindanao
and Sulu, they can be kept quiet only
by large pensions, in the form of tri-
bute from a weaker nation, to the
tribal chiefs or sultans.

This opinion of the military com-
mander seems to conflict at some im-
portant points with the rose-colored
views of the high-salaried members
of the so-called civil government. In-
stead of the general acceptance of
American sovereignty by the Filipinos
and ready ylelding to the establish-
ment of our systems, there is the pros-
pect of a century resistance to sub-
jugation on the part of the Christians,
As for the Mohammedans, they will
never suwbmit; we must pay them tri-
bute—*“pensions,’”” General Chaffee
calls it—forever.

It probably is not so bad as this.
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The power of the United States is
great enough to crush ount the patriotie
sentiment of the Filipinos in less than
100 years. But the cost will be tre-
mendous, General Chaffee speaks from
the military point of view, and he
bases his opinion on existing condi-
tions, Doubtless, with such an ef-
fort and such a sacrifice as the Angeri-
can people put forth to save the union
| thirty-five years ago, we may be able
to subjugate the Filipinos. But is it
worth the cost? And s it not an in-
famous thing to do, anyway ?—DBoston
Post.

No Complaint.

When Major Phipps was in the
thick of the glory that marked his
picturesque administration of the af-
fairs of the Blockley almshouse, he
never lost an opportunity to pose as a
model superintendent when visitors
were about. There were special cor-
ridors for wwem to investigate, and
special attentions that sent them
away thankful that the country took
such good care of its insane poor. One
lady whose interest in charitable
work was uncommon called there,
and was given much attention by the
various underlings. She turned to a
man looking interestedly on, and
asked:

“Do you like it here?”

“xes, madam,” he replied.

“They treat you well?”

. “Yes—very.’

“And you get good food?”

“Very good,” he answered.

When she passed on, her amazed
guide told her she had been talking
to Major Phipps himself. She was
mortified at her mistake, and, to show
how much she desired to atone, rush-
:21 dhack to the superintendent and
“I am very sorry, Major Phipps—
very sorry, indeed. Never again, 1
promise you, will I be governed by ap-
pearances!”

The Dairyman’s Handbook.

The National Dairy Union, 154 Lake
street, Chicago, has published a book
entitled the Creamery Patron's Hand-
book, it being a book of information
for the keepers of dairy cows. It con-
tains discussions of the subject by
Hon, W, D. Hoard, president of the
Dairy Union, together with articles
by H. B. Gurler and Charles Y. Knight,
officers of the Dairy Union, and reports
from the various states, milk Lests,

butter tests, information in regard to
care and feed of cows; photographs of
famous cows, ete. It will prove a val«
uable addition to the library of any
farmer and will be. Indispansible to
the dairyman. It ought to have a
very large sale.

The Commoner is called upon to
chronicle the death of Elder William
Walker who died in his 96th year. He
was a man of deep conviction. IHe
described himself as a free silver pop-
ulist, and was an earnest supporter of
the democratie ticket in '96 and 1900.
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OUR CLUBBING LIST

Do you wish to take another paper
or magazine with THE COMMONER?
Here is our clubbing list. The sub-
scription price given in this list pays
for THE COMMONER and the other
publication both for one year. Sub-
8¢ ‘iptions may be either new or re-
newal, except for Public Opinion and
Literary Digest. All must be for one

year. Send to
THE COMMONER,
Lincoln, Neb.
NOTE—Clubbi ffers in whieh the Th
a-Week World orn gr_lg.ﬂean :?Fnr.m.ﬁ:j;;
and Home, or Kansas City World appears, are

not open to the residentsof the respective citios
in which the papers named are published.

Club Priee,
ATENA .vvvvnns et Edesabrsssreees $2.75
Atlanta Constitution ............
Ba'num’s Midland Farmer ......
Central Farmer ......
Cincinnati Enguirer ........c.e.
COBMOPOBIRR s cvoesvsnnersusanss
vamily Ciréle ....
Farmers’ Advocate ...... FeonbE e
Tarm, Stock and Home.......e..
Woman's Poultry Journal........
Home and Farm .. iocescssssane
Indianapolls Sentinel ..........
IPRIBALION ABS Teesnvscsvasesveie
Kansas Farmer ......scsscessss
Kansas City World (dly. ex. Sun.)
the!‘ﬂry Digest \BEW).........---
Missouri Valley Farmer ........
Nebraska Independent ...c.ocveues
Thrice-a-Week World ...vovvve.. 1.
Pilgrim ..c.c0eeee sssssessasssns L3B
Practical Farmer 1.35
PUBMIG i ssataseavesosd b esarone B
Public Opinion (new)....coeevee.. 3.50
Review of Reviews ....covvvveeee. 2.76
Rocky Mountain News ....cv00.. 1.50
Seattle Times ....ce0ues 1.35
Southern Mercury ....ceeveeeses 1.50
Springfield Republican .......... 165
Succeﬂ. TETET ses NN ResNaBReTNORES l.ﬁ‘
We:2arn Poultry News ...cveeee. 1.00

1.00
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paper cover, ...,
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ges containing those editorials appearing in the
first volume of The Commoner and discussing qneati?ml of a perma-
nent nature. A few pages are devoted to reproduction of department
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Con-

Pub”sbﬂ"s R"a” prk.‘r:loth Binding............,:.;:

Paper Binding.....c o000
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L.75
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